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1. Operating revenues of regulated transportation, 1976 and 1975: 








In 1976, total operating revenues for carriers regulated by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission showed an increase of 15.8 percent--a record high. New revenue 
records were set for all modes of transportation, except for electric railways which 
showed a 10.8-percent decline between 1975 and 1976. 


1 carriers, 








Operating revenues Percent Percent of total 
1976p change 1976p 1975p 








Railroads? 19,900.C 

Electric railways 

Waterlines? 

Oil pipelines 7.1 L,873.3 


Motor carriers 
of passengers . | 1,360.4 


Motor carriers 
of property 00. 22,000.0 


2 


Freight forwarders” 83. Lo 





d Decrease. 

p Preliminary. 

“Consists of line-haul, switching and terminal, Alaskan, and Hawaiian railroads. 

*Domestic traffic only. 

‘Transportation purchased $970.3 million in 1976 and $833.0 miliion in 1975 is 
included in the above operating revenues of various modes of transport. 


Source: Reports to the te ‘ mmerce Commission. 


2. Estimated intercity t 


private, by mode of transportation, 1976 
and 1975: 


Preliminary 


data a f February 1978 indicate an estimated total of 2,184.1 
billion ton miles in 1976 E <3 


l ibove the 1975 volume. Increases were 


ver, on a percentage basis, the inland 
nced modest decrea‘<c. in their portion 
yared to 1975. ime share for motor 


recorded by all modes of t 
waterways, oil pipelines, 
of total ton miles produ 


carriers increased slight 





Estimated intercity ton m1 


by mode of transportation 





Mode 








Railroads and electric 
railways? 


799,000 


Motor vehicles? 510,000 


Inland waterways” 352,100 


Oil pipelines* 523,000 


Total 2,184,100 





nD 


p Preliminary. 


lExcludes express and mail, Interstate Commerc 


759,000 


lte and private, 
6 and 1975 





Percent 
change 


Percent of total 
1976 1975 





36.58 36.80 


23.33 22.01 


16.12 16.59 


23.95 24.60 


5.9 100.00 100.00 


e Commission. 


“Bureau of Domestic Commerce, Department of Commerce. 


‘Ton miles in domestic waters, including Great 
Engineers, Department of the Army. 


*Estimated from reports to the Interstate Comm 


Federally regulated and total intercity ton 


Ton miles of carriers regulated and 
total intercity ton miles for 1975 are shown by 
table. Intercity ton miles were 6.3-percent 
The regulated portion of total 
62.5 percent in 1975. 
between 1974 and 


intercity 
The share of motor 
1975, while other modes dex 


tratti 


lerally regulat 


lo --% 
Le " 


Bus 
Dy mo 





Federally regulated 


Ton miles Percent 


Rail 759.0 100.0 


Motor 200.0 44. 


Water~* 41.2 


Oil pipeline 428. 


Total 1,428.4 





*Data are preliminary. 


“Federally regulated ton miles comprise 
water carriers. All exempt traffic is 
deep-sea coastwise and intercoastal 
Department of the Army. 

Source: Except as noted, 


Carrier reports 


lerce 


st 
mo 


bel 


trartri 


‘reas 


miies 


+} 
ic 


Lakes. 


Reported by the Corps of 
Commission. 
miles, 1975: 


regulated by the Federal Government and 

le of transportation in the accompanying 

the 1974 total of 2,439.7 billion. 

dropped from 63.5 percent in 1974 to 
inder regulation increased slightly 

ed during the same period. 


OW 


YY Joe 
tLe, 


Not federally 


regulated Total 





Ton miles 


Percent 


Percent 


sulated traffic carried by regulated 


[The total water carrier data include 


lata supplied by the Corps of Engineers, 


Interstate Commerce Commission. 





4. Water carriers--revenue, traffic, and average haul, first 6 months, 1977 and 1976: 





The 68 class A and B water carriers subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission reported decreases of 1.2 percent in waterline freight 


revenue and 0.7 percent in revenue freight tonnage carried, first half 1977 compared 
with the same period of 1976. These carriers generated 42,221 million revenue ton miles, 
a decrease of 3.9 percent from the prior period. The Great Lakes carriers suffered the 
highest percentage decreases in freight revenue and tons of revenue freight carried, 
while carriers operating on the Intercoastal suffered the largest decrease in ton miles 
and average haul. The Atlantic and Gulf Coast had the highest percentage increases in 
freight revenue, tons carried, revenue ton miles, and average haul. During the first 


half of 1977, passenger revenue increased 39.3 percent while revenue passengers carried 
increased a mere 3.0 percent. 


Operating statistics, class A and B* water carriers, 
first 6 months of 1977 and 1976 


Thousands 








Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast 

Great Lakes 

Mississippi River 
and tributaries 

Pacific Coast 

Intercoastal 
Total 


Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast 

Great Lakes 

Mississippi River 
and tributaries 

Pacific Coast 

Intercoastal 
Total 


Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast 

Great Lakes 

Mississippi River 
and tributaries 

Pacific Coast 

Intercoastal 
Total 


Freight revenue 


$ 25,738 
15,062 


174,150 
22,238 
79,351 

$316,539 


$ 21,686 
16,075 


177,927 
20,641 
84,021 

$320,350 


Freight revenue ton miles 





824,306 
2,344,855 


34,126,015 
1,058,730 
3,866,849 

42,220,755 


Passenger 


$2,602 
246 


5,304 
399 
13 





d Decrease. 


$8,564 


748,202 
2,726,252 


34,772,229 
1,003,167 
4,685,603 

43,935,453 


Fevenve __ 


3,300 
331 
104 

$6,147 


Percent 


change 1977 


1976 


Percent 
change 





Tons of 
revenue freight 


carried 





1,615 
5,376 


1,578 
6,312 


60,739 
4, oa2 
1,727 

77,378 


60,406 
7,842 
1,797 

77,935 


Average haul (miles)  _ 





510 
436 


474 
432 


562 
134 
2,239 
546 


576 
128 
2,607 
564 


Passengers carried 





619 
148 


652 
130 


60. 380 331 
20. 3 3 
87. 1 1 


39.3 1,150 1,216 


d 5. 
13. 


14. 
20. 





*Class A carriers are those having annual operating revenues of more than $500,000; 
class B carriers are those having annual operating revenues exceeding $100,000 but not 
more than $500,000. 


The intercoastal group reported 16 passengers carried during the first half of 1977 
compared with 133 during the same period of 1976. 





5. Average revenue per passenger mile, class I railroads, intercity class 1 motor car- 
riers, and scheduled domestic airlines, selected years: 

















The following tables present comparative passenger revenue data for surface 
and air carriers. The data for railroads include National Railroad Passenger Corpora- 
tion (Amtrak) beginning May 1971. For the three modes of transportation, the 1976 
averages exceed the 1975 figures. Parlor and sleeping car data were not segregated for 
1973. 


The average revenue per passenger for each mode and type of service is trans- 
lated into relatives based on 1967=100. Railroad coach shows the greatest relative 
increase between 1967 and 1976, while the least gain is shown by railroad commutation. 
From 1973 to 1976, on a year-to-year basis, intercity class I motor carriers and first 
class scheduled domestic airlines experienced substantial gains. 


‘omparattve averag 
by mode and type 


Atel 


4] 








1975 


All class I i . s€ 100.0 ; 100.0 
Rail commutation.... - me 9. re S3.1 
Parlor and 

sleeping car , 4.8 ° 1i7. 
ee. ae ; : 116.8 : 14.5 


Intercity class I 
motor carriers...... 


Scheduled domestic 
airlines: 
All air 
Coach 
Waret GCLOBS. cccccs 


See footnotes to following table. 





Average revenue per passenger mile, class I railroads, intercity class I 
motor carriers, and scheduled domestic airlines, 1966-1976 


Cents per passenger mile 











Class I railroads Scheduled domestic airlines! 

Parlor - Average Intercity 

Commu- car and ,3 of other Average class I First 
tation sleeping sacaaane than com- of all’ motor Coach 


car2 mutation carriers? 








Average 
class of all’ 








. 89 
-98 
-18 
Be 
- 60 
.83 
-98 
.05 
~42 
85 
-14 


Dauuwu & Ww Ww Ww WY 
epyreyrreyeryy 
a ea ees 
Uk & WWW WwW Ww DH 
UNS OPE MY yee 
0 10 Gg gh ot ot 
SAVES SOV 


ee 


Percent change, 1976 to 1975 
d 0.16 1.64 5.98 


Index (1967=100) 


1966 99. 
1967 100. 
1968 103. 
1969 105. 
1970 111. 
1971 116. 
1972 124. 
1973 126. 
1974 131. 
1975 136. 
1976 140. 


99 
100. 
106. 
itz. 113. 
Zé. 120. 


of 97. 

0 

0 

9 

3 
133.9 128. 

2 

2 

6 

4 

2 


100. 
106. 


149. 133. 
149, 135. 
163. 148. 
i7vZ. 162. 


uUoouUnranwoor 
NNO! NUADAUUO 
inc Wo aueoOon oo 
OFWRFRADNNAO WO 
DODWNAKDENOOS 
SUWWAUNKNUOCS 








d Decrease. 


Tscheduled domestic airlines include domestic trunk lines, local, 
Alaska and intra-Hawaii service. 


helicopter, intra- 


Revenue figures cover rail passage tickets only, excluding space 
and sleeping cars. 


3Coach revenue other than commutation. 


+*Includes charges on extra fare planes and trains, and excursion, 
reduced fares. 


charges for parlor 


air coach, and other 


Charges on extra fare buses are included but local operation of bus lines and their 
charter services are omitted. 


Source: Bureau of Accounts, ICC bus data, and Civil Aeronautics Board. 





6. The transportation of small shipments by regulated carriers, selected years, 1965- 
1976: 








The annual net tonnage of small shipments handled by regulated carriers since 
1965 has fluctuated between 89 and 102 million (see Table 1). In 1976, total estimated 
intercity volume of regulated small shipment traffic in the United States increased 1.4 
percent over the 1975 level. 


Individually, the class I and II motor carriers continue to handle the largest 
share of the total regulated small shipment tonnage. Yet, despite the fact that these 
carriers handle over 5 times as much small shipment tonnage as all other regulated car- 
riers combined, their relative share of total market has been declining slightly since 
1969 (i.e., 86.0 percent in 1969 to 83.5 percent in 1976). The decline is explainable 
in part by the significant increase in tonnage experienced over the years by United 
Parcel Service (UPS) and air freight. 


United Parcel Service ranks next in importance in respect to the small ship- 
ment tonnage carried by regulated carriers although they account for only 4.8 percent 


of the total tonnage. Since 1967, UPS has experienced a volume growth rate of over 400 
percent. 


Class A freight forwarders have dropped from second position to the third 
largest carrier of small shipment tonnage. Of regulated carriers, they account for 
4.3 percent of the total. 

Between the years 1965-1976, for instance, 
steadily declined in tonnage handled since 1965, lost 
traffic. Of 


surface parcel post, which has 
59.1 percent of their respective 
even further interest is the fact that UPS presently handles almost four 
times as much tonnage as surface parcel post and over eight times as much l.c.l. rail 
shipment tonnage. 


Although the total amount of small shipment tonnage moved by air transportation 
accounts for only 3.5 percent of the total market (up from 1.4 percent in 1965), its 
growth rate has been second only to that of UPS since 1965. The combination of air 
freight and air parcel post! shows an increase in total tonnage from 1,180 tons in 1965 
to 3,547 tons in 1976, or a growth of 200.6 percent. Of the two segments of air trans- 
portation, freight handled by the scheduled airlines is the most important. 


Small shipment tonnage moved by the railroads continued to decline through 
1975, but has showed an increase of almost 15 percent in 1976 over 1975. 


Bus express tonnage, accounting for considrably less than one-half of 1 percent 
of the total tonnage, is nevertheless steadily increasing. The increase reflects the 
provision of a unique flexibility in intercity point-to-point small shipment service. 

Total revenues derived from the hauling of small shipments steadily increased 
by 120.0 percent during 1967-1976 (see Table 2). Revenue accruing to motor carriers, 
which are now over 6 times higher than their nearest individual competitor (class A 
freight forwarders) account for 55.9 percent of the total small shipment revenues. 


While air transportation services performed collectively under air freight 
and air parcel post accounted for only 3.5 percent of 


the total small shipment tonnage 
moved in 1976, their combined relative share of total revenues was 16.9 percent. 





*Because of a number of size, weight, and rate adjustments, surface parcel post has 
generally produced increased revenues despite declining tonnage. 


6 





Air parcel post, in contrast to the declining of surface parcel post tonnage 
trends,! has recently become a much more active small shipment competitor. For example, 
air parcel post revenues alone have increased almost 450 percent since 1965 and in 1976 


accounted for over 45.0 percent of the total parcel post business--up from about 11 
percent in 1965. 


Railroad express revenue has been declining since 1965. The revenue derived 
from UPS, and to a lesser extent bus express, showed spectacular increases. Together 
the two account for only about 10.6 percent of total revenue. Although the annual 
revenue of class A freight forwarders has been somewhat stable, sharp increases have 
occurred in the last 4 years. 


From 1965 to 1969, the trend in the total known number of intercity small 
shipments moved by regular transport carriers in the United States moved steadily 
upward, declined in 1970, rose to a new high in 1975, then declined slightly in 1976 
(see Table 3). While the trends in small shipment figures are of interest, it should 
be noted that some of the incorporated figures are estimated and a number of important 


carriers (i.e., air freight, railroads, and water carriers) are not included in the 
computations. 


In striking contrast to its pronounced domination of revenues and tonnage in 
1976, class I and II motor carriers account for only about 13 percent of the total 
number of intercity small shipments, down from 18.3 percent in 1967. 


Together, the so-called "small parcel carriers" (i.e., UPS and surface 
parcel post) accounted for 71.7 percent of total small shipments. Bus express and UPS 
represent the only regulated small shipment carriers that have never experienced any 
sort of decline in shipments handled since 1965. 





1Because of a number of size, weight, and rate adjustments, surface parcel post has 
generally produced increased revenues despite declining tonnage. 
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7. Revenue per ton mile of class I motor carriers (common and contract), class I rail- 
roads, oil pipelines, and class A and B water carriers, 1967-1976: 








Revenue per ton mile for selected ICC regulated surface transportation modes 
is shown in the following table. Since 1967, class I railroads posted steady increases 
in their average revenue per ton mile. Between 1967 and 1976, average rail carrier 
revenue per ton mile increased 73 percent. 


Class I motor common carriers also had increases in each successive year, 
however, data for 1974, 1975, and 1976 are not comparable to previous years since house- 
hold goods carriers are excluded. Revenue per ton mile of class I contract carriers was 
erratic from 1967 to 1969 but remained higher than that of common carriers. From 1970 


to 1976, contract carrier average revenue continued to fluctuate and dropped below that 
of common carriers. 


Oil pipelines showed a slight decline in average ton mile revenue from 1967 to 
1968, however, their revenue per ton mile then increased through 1971, was unchanged in 
1972, and showed a 11.1-percent increase in 1976 over 1975. Class A and B water carriers 
reported increased revenue per ton mile during the period shown. From 1967 to 1972, 


average revenue increased 23.9 percent and had a 55.7-percent increase between 1972 and 
1976. 


Revenue per ton mile of class I motor carriers, class I railroads, 
large pipelines, and class A and B water carriers, 1967-1976 


Cents per ton mile 





Class I intercity 

motor carriers Class I 

intercity service railroads 
Common Contract 


A and B 
carriers 








6.645 
6.927 
7.081 
7.458 
7.853 
7.997 
8.341 
8.731! 
9.200! 
9.970! 


~ 355 
233 
354 
855 
- 200 
022 
- 683 
- 759 
. 800 
. 200 


- 381 
- 400 
-410 
-434 
468 
-472 
-547 
-620 
- 766 
-735 


OnNnNannannn 
oooooocoocoooc”o 
cooooocoocc°co 


1967 100. 
1968 104. 
1969 106. 
1970 112. 
1971 118. 
1972 120. 
1973 125. 
1974 131. 
1975 138. 
1976 150. 
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p Preliminary. 


lExcludes household goods carriers. 
Source: Transport Statistics 1% 


the Untted States and later data. 





Transportation revenues and national income, 1967-1976: 


The accompanying table compares trends in national income with the revenues 
of four groups of carriers subject to the jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission and with scheduled domestic airlines. 


National income, the earnings arising from the current production of goods and 
services, increased by 12.1 percent between 1975 and 1976. In comparison, the revenue 
increases for the year among regulated carriers as follows: railroads, 14.4 
percent; motor carriers of property, 18.2 percel 


scheduled domestic air carriers, 15.7 
percent; pipelines, 14.1 percent; and motor carriers of passengers, 2.0 percent. 


Revenues of airlines are somewhat understated because supplemental air car- 
rier operations are omitted. Revenues for these carriers amounted to $258.6 million 
in 1967, $337.2 million in 1970, $428.9 million in 1974, $433.2 million in 1975, 
and $417.5 million in 1976. 


Revenues of water carriers have been omitted because the data reported by 


water carriers to the Commission cover an indeterminate portion of the total for-hire 


water transportation revenues. Commission regulated carriers reported domestic revenues 


of $426 million in 1967, $501 million in 1970, $879 million in 1974, $946 million in 
1975, and $1,035 million in 1976. 


Revenues of freight forwarders are not shown since they duplicate a portion 
of the intercompany payments to other carriers. Freight forwarders reported transporta- 
tion revenues of $520 million in 1967, $600 million in 1970, $1,151 million in 1974, 
$1,176 million in 1975, and $1,384 million in 1976. 





Revenues of carriers and national income,! 1967-1976 








Class I, II, and III Domestic Pipelines 
Railroads - Motor car- Motor car- scheduled under National 
class I & II riers of riers of air carrier 1.€.C. income” 
property passengers operations jurisdiction 





millions millions mt Lltons mi Lltons millions billions 
1967 $10,848.7 $11,308. 
1968 41,356. 7 12,7438 
1969 11,951.90 13,958. 
1970 12,510.6 14,584. 
1971 23, 324.2 16,700. 
1972 14,145.3 18,700. 
1973 15,620.0 20,800. 
1974 17,888.9 22,700. 
1975p 17,400.0 22,000. 
1976p 19,900.0 26,000. 


$ 945. 
990. 
1,007. 
1,062. 
1,091. 
1,095. 
Lesh 
1,346. 
1,360. 
1,387. 


$ 4,886.6 $ 994. 
5,606.1 1,023. 
1,103. 767. 

1,188. 798. 


5 $ 655. 

0 

3 

3 
1,249.3 858. 

0 

8 

1 

5 

1 


714. 


1,338. 951. 
1,445. 1,067. 
1,587. 1,135. 
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Index 1967 = 100 


1967 100.0 
1968 104.7 
1969 110.2 
1970 115.3 
1971 122.8 
1972 130.4 
1973 144.0 
1974 164.9 
1975 160.4 
1976 183.4 
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p Preliminary. 
lcurrent dollars. 


2National income was revised by the U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economics 
Analysis, Jan. 16, 1976. 


Source: Interstate Commerce Commission data; Federal Aviation Agency, Statistical 


Handbook of Aviation; and Department of Commerce, Survey of Current Business. 





The price index for railroads: 





The accompany table and chart revise and update the Railroad Freight Price 
Index developed by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The index measures monthly changes 
in the average price of transporting all freight by rail. The overall railroad price 
index for December 1977 showed an increase of 4.6 percent over the previous month. 


Rail freight rates for eleven individual commodity groups rose during the month, 
reflecting the general rate increase authorized by the Commission in Ex Parte No. 343. 


Primary metal products posted the largest increase, 5.1 percent, while trans- 
portation equipment had the smallest gain, 3./ percent, reflecting the holddown of rates 
for automobile parts and accessories on traffic moving within the eastern territory. 
With the exception of a 3.9-percent increase in nonmetallic minerals, rates on other 
commodity groups posted increases within a range from 4.4 to 4.9 percent. 


The overall railroad freight rates were 8.5 percent higher than a year ago. 
The percent change for the year on rates on the individual commodity groups ranged from 
a 6.6-percent increase in farm products to a 10.3-percent increase in stone, clay and 
glass products. 
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